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SG to research uniform grading scale
Current system allows professors
to set standards at own discretion
Sarah Ellis

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

The possibilit y of implement ing a
universitywide uniform grading scale is currently
being researched as a St udent G overnment
initiative.
Officers have submitted a research request to
the American Student Government Association to
poll member universities across the country about
their grading scale systems, according to SG

Secretary of Academics Miller Hane. This step
is the starting point in SG’s assessment of USC’s
current grading system, which allows professors
to set grade standards at their own discretion,
often consistent within, but not always between,
academic departments.
The idea of a uniform grading scale would aim
to set common standards for grades among all
classes. For instance, grades ranging from 90 to
100 would be an “A” in any class.
For now, the idea is in its infancy. But the
goal behind researching and assessing USC’s
system compared to others, Hane said, is seeking
consistency, both among USC’s peer institutions
and within the university’s various colleges.

“ It ’s ju st ma k i ng su re t hat a n ‘A’ i n t he
business school is the same thing as an ‘A’ in
t he engineering school — mak ing sure t hat
everyone’s GPA is reflected the same across the
board,” Hane said.
Depending on the results of the information
gathered from other universities, any further SG
discussions or proposals would work with and
go through university administration. However,
Vice Provost and Dean of Undergraduate Studies
Helen Doerpinghaus said she does not foresee
any significant benefit that could be offered by a
uniform grading scale.

SANDY
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Gun ﬁred
near campus
Thursday
morning
Hookah Bar bouncer
turns away armed man,
hears multiple shots
Thad Moore

TMOORE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Courtesy of Shannon Rom

USC students show support for those
aﬀected by Hurricane Sandy destruction
Evan D. Gatti

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Hurricane Sandy may seem like a foreign disaster, but
its destruction is affecting many students at USC.
Spencer Nelson, a second-year business management
student , recalls the moment when he discovered that his
friend’s house had burned down.
“[She and her family] ... only got out about 15 minutes
before their house went up in flames,” Nelson said.
His friend’s house was one of many in Breezy Point, a
beachfront neighborhood in the New York City borough
of Queens, that burned down during the storm. Nelson
lives in Rockaway, a neighborhood located a few miles
down the road.
“When I found out that her house had burnt down, I
just felt so helpless,” Nelson said.
Like Nelson, many other USC students have close
ties to family and friends who have been affected by
Hurricane Sandy.
“Thirt y-five percent of students here at Carolina
are out-of-state,” Nelson said. “New Jersey, which was
the worst hit, is the fifth-largest feeder state to our
university. What breaks my heart is that Thanksgiving is
coming up ... and now a lot of students do not have homes
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New Jersey, the state that suffered the
most damage from Hurricane Sandy, is
the fifth largest feeder state USC.
More than 100 homes burnt to the
ground in Breezy Point in New York City.
There are at least 90 and counting
hurricane-related deaths.
Gamecock donations for the American
Red Cross Disaster Relief Fund are
being accepted online at american.
redcross.org/uosc-pub by credit and
debit cards and Carolina Card.
to go back to.”
The American Red Cross is working around the clock
to support those in need of disaster relief, many of whom
are still sleeping in shelters.
Courtney Melendez, a major gifts officer for the
American Red Cross, is working closely with Nelson
on h is f u nd ra isi ng ef for t s at USC . Accord i ng to
Melendez, more than 3,300 Red Cross volunteers have
been deployed to the Northeast, 40 of whom are from
SANDY ● 4

Wit nesses heard g unshots
fi red near the Horseshoe early
Thursday morning, according
to an incident report.
At around 1:40 a.m., a group
of three men walked up to the
803 Hookah Bar & Lounge and
tried to enter, when a bouncer
not iced one had a ha ndg u n
tucked in the waistband of his
pants, according to the report.
The bouncer turned him away.
H e “ b e c a m e u p s e t ,” t h e
report said, and walked away,
toward the back of USC’s James
F. Byrnes Building , which is
on the corner of Sumter and
College streets.
A f e w m i nut e s l at er, t he
bou ncer heard mu lt iple
g u nshot s, accord i ng to t he
report.
The suspect is described in
the report only as a black male
with black hair and brown eyes.
A responding officer didn’t
fi nd any shell casings, Columbia
police spokeswoman Jennifer
Timmons wrote in an email
response, and the department is
still investigating.
The alleged shooting wasn’t
the fi rst incident involving guns
in the area this year.
In June, a fight broke out at
the 803 Hookah Bar and spilled
out into the parking lot, where a
suspect shot another man in the
calf. Less than two weeks later,
a man allegedly robbed a victim
at gunpoint in the parking lot
behind the Byrnes Building.
Crime on the peripher y of
USC ’s c a mpu s h a s b een i n
t he spot l ight t h is semester,
fol low i ng a spate of h igh ly
publ icized i ncident s. I n
September, Columbia police
officials said they’d ramp up
their patrols and make more
contact s w it h people in t he
area.
Pe ople w it h i n f or m at ion
ab out T hu r s d ay mor n i ng ’s
incident are asked to
call Columbia police or
Crimestoppers at 1-888-2746372 (CRIME-SC).

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

Max Brooks

Climate change

Shaw responds

The author of “The
Zombie Survival
Guide” spoke about
his book in the Russell House Ballroom
Thursday night.
See page 6

Columnist Steven
Moore says recent
tumultuous weather
in the North is
evidence of global
climate change.
See page 5

After being benched
in the second half
two weeks ago, the
quarterback came
back with a careerbest performance.
See page 10
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Student body VP to speak at TEDx event
6 of 12 speakers to represent USC
at second annual conference
Caroline Baity

CBAITY@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Chase Mizzell — t hird-year internat ional
business student, founder of USC’s food donation
organization Second Servings and student body
vice president — has been asked to give a speech.
Big deal, right?
Actually, it is.
Mizzell has been selected from a group of more
than 100 nominated Columbia professionals
and “movers and shakers” to speak at the second
annual TEDxColumbiaSC conference.
TEDxColumbiaSC is an independently run
branch of the Technology, Entertainment and
Design (TED) organization that has devoted itself
to “ideas worth spreading,” according to local
event chair John Wilkinson. TED is comprised of
the brightest minds sharing their personal ideas
and knowledge on subjects spanning everything
from science to philanthropy to entertainment.
The TEDTalks began in California about 20
years ago and have become ver y well-k nown
online, Wilkinson said. All speeches are limited
to 18 minutes to help hold the audience’s attention
and to keep the topic matter on a level simple
enough for novices to understand and enjoy.
“I started watching the TED videos online in
high school and just became inspired,” Mizzell
said. “I’ve seen and heard speeches that have

changed the way I think.”
Though Mizzell has been a fan for several
years, he missed last year’s TEDxColumbiaSC.
Audience members must apply, interview and
ultimately be selected for one of 400 seats at the
daylong event. Even in its fi rst year, the event was
successful, according to Wilkinson, the event
chair.
Last year, approximately 10 speakers and five
performers made an appearance, but a lot of
people Wilkinson spoke to prior to the event
didn’t know about TEDx.
“ I w a s m a k i n g pho ne c a l l s f or s p e a k er
nominations, and I would say something like,
‘This is John with TEDx,’ and they would say,
‘FedEx? Why is FedEx calling me?’” Wilkinson
said, laughing. “A lot more people know about us
now. We’re pulling some of the most influential
people in the Midlands.”
Six of the 12 speakers are affi liated with USC
either as professors, researchers or students .
Mizzell will be joined behind the lectern by
fellow student, philanthropist and entrepreneur
Pedro De Abreu, an undergraduate economics
student.
“Our goal is to create a day of learning and
new ideas,” Wilkinson said. “We want to expose
people to something they may otherwise never
have the opportunit y to experience or learn
about.”
M izzell will focus his speech on his food
donation program Second Ser vings and how
people ca n combi ne ent repreneu rsh ip a nd
philanthropy to create a successf ul business

that lends a hand to those who are struggling.
Interviews to speak at TEDx typically start with
candidates outlining their speech, but Mizzell
was in the dark on this when he sat down in the
Vista over the summer for his interview.
“I had no idea what I’d be nominated for or
what I was supposed to say,” Mizzell said. “I was
sitting there thinking and trying to figure out
what someone would want me to speak on. They
told me to talk about the facet in my life that I
would enjoy speaking on for the long, so I just
started talking about how Second Servings was
formed.”
Mizzell emphasized his belief in the importance
of establishing every organization on a solid
foundation of business principles before jumping
in head-fi rst. His goal is to create a bond between
humanitarianism and entrepreneurship.
“ We were ver y i mpre s sed w it h C h a se ,”
Wilkinson said. “He’s an incredible individual,
and we’re looking forward to hearing him speak
in January.”
To those who wish to attend TEDxColumbiaSC
on Jan. 21, applications are being accepted online
until Nov. 25. The committee is look ing for
a wide variety of people of all backgrounds to
promote a diverse, one-of-a-kind experience.
“Everyone will be really impressed with the
range of work and good talent from the Midlands
area,” Wilkinson said.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

Latino groups say
no human is ‘illegal’
On Thursday evening students
gathered in Gambrell Hall to discuss
aliens.
T he forum didn’t focus on
extraterrestrial beings from outer space,
but on immigrants and how calling
people “illegal aliens” is morally wrong.
The goal of the discussion — hosted
by USC’s chapter of Phi Iota Alpha, the
oldest Latino fraternity in the country,
and Hermandad de Sigma Iota Alpha
sorority — was to illustrate that humans
cannot be “illegal,” no matter who they
are or where they come from. By using
this term, members of Phi Iota Alpha
and Hermandad de Sigma Iota Alpha
believe a person’s actual existence is
being called illegal, not just his or her
actions, thus implying that the person’s
being is criminal.
Robyn Blanton / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

— Compiled by Caroline Baity,
Assistant News Editor

GRADING ● Continued from 1
“I don’t think it would make grading uniform
across classes. There are a lot of factors that go
into a grade. For example, facult y may curve
grades (or offer extra credit) ... There’s some
latitude there,” Doerpinghaus said. “It really
doesn’t ma ke t h i ng s a ny more f i xed i n my
opinion.”
Having a fi xed scale would not mean more “A’s”
for more students, Doerpinghaus said. The most
important thing to ensure under the university’s
discretionary grading system, she said, is that
students understand each instructor’s grading
expectations and that instructors be clear in
their syllabi regarding all grade standards and
components.
Doerpinghaus said she is not aware of any
schools with uniform grading scales and has never
heard any discussion of such scales among peer
university administrators.
SG’s goal at the moment is just to determine
USC’s position relative to other schools’ grading
standards.
“Then we can say, ‘Oh, well we’re right in line
with what everyone else is doing, that’s great,’
Hane said. “And from there we can say, ‘Well, do
we think we can improve this system?’ And if not,
then maybe we’re doing the right thing.
“And if we’re not in line with what other schools
are doing, well, are we doing the right thing, or do
we need to change?”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

Andrew Askins / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Greater Good encourages nonprofit jobs
The Greater Good educated around 50
students on the availability and opportunities
of jobs in the nonprofit sector.
For the event, USC Community Service
Programs, Student United Way, Capstone
House and other volunteer organizations
were brought together to speak on their
experiences with nonprofit organizations
and how many great networking and career
opportunities arose while volunteering.

Kyron Whitfield, a third-year business and
marketing student, created the event for
people who want to make helping others
their full-time job, not just a weekend hobby.
“Last year I noticed some of my friends
wanted to get involved with Peace Corps,
Teach for America and things like that,”
Whitfield said. “But we don’t focus on things
like that at all in the classroom. We don’t talk
about nonprofit businesses very much.”
Just like in any business, though, it’s about
who you know, not just what you know. It is
important to get out there, become involved
and be willing to speak to anyone, according
to USC Career Center Coordinator Celia
Carroll.
“Networking and conversation is key,”
Carroll said. “Someone like me, I can go
up to a brick wall and have a fantastic
conversation.”
— Compiled by Caroline Baity,
Assistant News Editor

You must bring this coupon to receive the Employee for a Day benefit.

SANDY ● Continued from 1
Columbia.
“Even t hough we’re 70 0 m iles
away from this storm, we still have
ties up there,” Melendez said.
In addition to those volunteers,
the American Red Cross deployed
more than 250 emergency response
veh icles, 30 t ra i lers of bu l k
distribution items and 12 mobile
kitchens with the capacity to cook
200,000 meals.
“The most heart-wrenching thing
is that we’re just starting to see how
bad it really is,” Melendez said.
Ne l s o n i s w o r k i n g w it h t h e
A merican Red Cross and various
organizations on campus to raise
awareness for victims of Hurricane
Sandy. Together they have created
t he “G a mecock s Sa ndstor m for
Sandy,” a fundraiser that will raise
money for the American Red Cross
Disaster Relief Fund. The event will
be held today from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
in front of Russell House and will
accept cash donations and Carolina
Cash.
In addition to accepting donations,

“Gamecocks Sandstorm for Sandy”
will feature posters for individuals
to sig n a nd show t heir suppor t.
These posters will be displayed in
the Mason Jar, a restaurant in New
York City owned by a USC alumnus,
which, along wit h rest of Lower
Manhattan, is current ly wit hout
power.
“Everyone in the Tri-State area
goes (there) to watch the game on
football weekends,” Nelson said
fondly.
Nel s o n h a s a l s o de velop e d a
Gamecock themed microsite with
t he A merican Red Cross t hat is
currently accepting donations by
credit and debit card and Carolina
Card.
The donations will go to further
support the Disaster Relief Fund.
The site should became operational
Thursday evening.
“It’s important that we stand by
ou r fellow G amecock s here a nd
show our support,” Nelson said.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/news

Courtesy of Shannon Rom

Breezy Point, a neighborhood in Queens, New York City, suffered severe damage.

2012 HOMECOMING
Schedule of Events

Sunday, November 4th
Dance Marathon ft5k 9:00am
Blatt

Thursday, November 8

Cockfest Pep Rally and Concert 8:00 pm
Greene Street & Russell House
Featuring Elliot Root
Rave and free late night dining to ﬁrst
1,000 students after

Monday, November 5th

Kickoff Event 11:00 am – 2:00 pm
Greene Street
Spurs’and’Struts’8:00 pm
Greene Street

Friday, November 9

Float Building 12:00 pm – 2:00 pm
Greene Street Intramural Field

Tuesday November 6th
Showcase 7:00 pm
Carolina Coliseum

Parade 3:00 pm
Greene Street

Wednesday, November 7

Stepshow 7:00 pm
Carolina Coliseum

Canned Creations 10:00 am– 2:00 pm
Greene Street

Saturday, November 10

Float Building 8:00 pm – 11:00 pm
Greene Street Intramural Field

Homecoming Game: USC vs. Arkansas
Williams Brice Stadium

Yoghut Percent Night Beneﬁting Harvest
Hope. Yoghut from 6 – 10pm
Please bring at least 1 can of food to donate

SEE YOU NEXT WEEK FOR HOMECOMING!
Follow @USCHomecoming

Free prizes given out at some events!
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Marks not determinant
of teaching quality

CHLOE GOULD
Mix Editor

USC should implement
uniform grading scale
We’ve all have had, or have at least heard
of, those classes where a 92 is considered a
“B,” or the classes where an 85 is considered
an “A .” When the college grading system
generally considers an “A” grade to fall
between 90 and 100, these variations can be
confusing.
I n it s m o s t
“Students
recent initiative,
should know
S t u d e n t
G overnment
with certainty
is hoping to
what an ‘A’
make the scales
at USC more
means in every
not
class. A 4.0 GPA consistent,
only w it hin
should mean the d e p a r t m e n t s
but across them
same thing to
as well. SG is
everyone.”
p ol l i n g ot her
universities to
gather information on whether uniform
scales are regularly implemented, and if they
are, deciding whether USC should follow
suit.
However, regardless of the grading systems
of other universities around the nation, we
believe USC should consider implementing
a uniform scale. Students should know with
certainty what an “A” means in every class
without having to encounter nasty surprises
on their grade reports at the end of the
semester because of unclear boundaries. A
4.0 GPA should mean the same thing for
everyone.
Tr ue, severa l d if f ic u lt science a nd
engineering classes have grading scales set
lower in order to accommodate for the higher
difficulty levels, but in those cases, professors
should be able to adjust their material
accordingly. Curve your tests, or alter the
difficulty of your assignments. It’s much more
convenient for students to follow a uniform
scale rather than having to remember which
professor’s scale grades what way.
A more uniform system would not only
allow our achievements to be reflected more
fairly across the board, but it would make
both students’ and professors’ lives a lot
easier, too.

5

Environmental policy nothing to mock
Recent natural disasters
show changing climate
Earlier t h is week , Hu rricane
Sandy devastated the coasts of many
Northeastern states, dropped several
feet of snow in West Virginia and
af fected almost t he ent ire East
Coast. This is the second time in
many years that a storm of significant
magnitude has struck
the region, which is
not at all k nown for
tropical activity. But
that may be changing.
Global climate
change activists have
been predicting that
Steven
catast rophes like
Moore
hu r r ica nes wou ld
Third-year
become more frequent.
political science
student
A s c l i m at e c h a n g e
becomes less of a
theory and more of a reality, elected
officials cannot continue to dismiss
it.
Hurricanes typically form in the
Caribbean and the Gulf of Mexico
because they use the warm waters
found there to gain strength. The
water along the coasts of Northern
states like New Jersey and New
York is not supposed to be warm
enough to support a hurricane. But
studies have shown that the water
temperatures are rising worldwide.
This doesn’t mean there will always
be more hurricanes, but it does
mean there will be significantly
more opportunities for stronger
hurricanes and for hurricanes in
places we normally don’t see them,
like the Jersey Shore.
During this year’s Republican
National Convention, Mitt Romney

mocked President Barack Obama’s
assertion that he would try to heal
our planet and slow the rise of our
oceans. When looking at the flooded
subways of New York and the entire
cit ies in New Jersey over taken
by tremendous storm surge, that
promise no longer seems ridiculous.
Even though Obama has talked a
good game on the issue, if reelected,
he must be willing to go further
on climate change than he did in
his first term. Increasing mileage
requirements for cars was a good
step in the right direction, but the
president has faced much criticism
for i nvest ment i n fa i led g reen
energ y company Solyndra . This
has dampened some ent husiasm
for the entire movement, but it is
still incredibly important to heavily
invest in profitable clean energy to
protect the environment.
Climate change is based on a series
of indisputable facts. First, though
they have fluctuated throughout the
measurable history, carbon dioxide
levels are much higher than they
have been at any point in the past
650,000 years, due to human activity.
S e c o nd , c a rb o n d iox ide t r ap s
heat, so the earth must be getting
warmer. Scientists agree that this is
happening. Finally, when large-scale
climate changes occurred in the
past, they tended to occur quickly,
so action must be taken immediately.
If climate change is a man-made
problem, then we can at the very
least slow it down, if not completely
stop or reverse it. Regardless, elected
officials must see the risks and take
serious action because they will find
quickly that disasters like Sandy are
the new normal.

For educators, No Child Left
Behind might as well be “The
Law That Must Not Be Named,”
and for good reason. Because of it,
standardized test scores became
the sole judge of
a sc ho ol’s wel lbeing. Thousands
of teachers have
lamented its
inef fect iveness
and shown how it
forces teachers to
Ryan
“teach for the test,”
Celley
thereby favoring
Fourth-year
reg u rg itat ion of
economics
student
f ac t s i n stead of
critical think ing
and comprehension.
Bypassing the congressional
g r id lo c k , Pre sident Ba r ac k
Obama has allowed states to
request waivers to the largely
opposed NCLB standards, so
it was with a sigh of relief that
many South Carolina teachers
d iscovered St ate E ducat ion
Superintendent Mick Zais sent
one such request to the U.S.
Department of Education.
This sigh of relief became a gasp
of horror as teachers discovered
t hat t he request i ncluded a
prop o sa l to g r ade teacher s
using student performance, and
then basing a teacher’s pay and
employment on the grade.
There are truly bad teachers
and truly good teachers, and it’s
important to reward or chastise
t hem accord i ngly. Hold i ng
teachers solely accou nt able
for a st udent’s performance,
though, without considering
env i ron ment a l f ac tor s or a
student’s natural interest to learn,
is not the way to go.
While many think running
schools l ike a busi ness w ill
make them more efficient, it
is important to remember that
efficiency is often created through
quick and cheap methods taking
precedence over quality. With
the minds of future generations
at stake, the last thing our schools
need to be is quick and cheap.

Scientists not responsible for earthquake deaths
Italian seismologists shouldn’t be
punished for inaccurate predictions
Weather is defi ned as “the state of the atmosphere
at a given time and place.” The dictionary goes on
to say that said state of the atmosphere can be
“adverse or destructive.” That’s basically a formal
way to say anything can happen at any point in
time. Historically, predicting the weather has
been a running joke because it’s difficult to do
with any certainty. However, in Italy last Monday,
seven scientists were convicted of manslaughter
for failing to do just that: predict the weather. It
is hypocritical to expect perfection from weather
prediction when such predictions are fraught with
variables.
In March 2009, the scientists in Italy released
an assessment t hat r uled t he likelihood of a
major earthquake to be low. A month later the
L’Aquila region was rocked with a 6.3-magnitude
earthquake, which killed upward of 300 people.

The conviction is based on the belief that the
scientists could have done more to warn citizens of
the L’Aquila region.
Earthquake prediction is based on supposition.
T he mo s t re c e nt e a r t hqu a k e of
comparable magnitude in the L’Aquila
region occurred in 1703. Even if the
scientists had alerted the public to the
possibility, they would not have been
able to give concrete details. There
is no definite way to predict where
Grace
exactly an earthquake will hit and
Shepard
how strong the tremors will be. Even
First-year
if such information is released, there is
music student
still no way to ensure that the public,
politicians and the rest of the scientific world would
heed the information. Politicians are charged with
deciding whether to evacuate a vulnerable area,
and there’s no way to tell if they will agree with
the prediction. Often, the release of a weather
prediction will follow with opposing opinions.
If an earthquake hits and the scientists are

About The Daily Gamecock

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s
V ie w p o i nt s p a g e i s t o s t i mu l at e
discussion in the University of South
Carolina community.
All published authors are expected
to provide logical arguments to back
their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages
readers to voice opinions and offers
three methods of expression: letters to
the editor, guest columns and feedback
on dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should be
submitted via email to gamecockeditor@
sc.edu. Letters must be 200 to 300 words

proved to be correct, there is no problem. But
if an assessment is released and no earthquake
hits, rendering any evacuations and precautions
unnecessary, the inconvenience can disgruntle
the public. To convict scientists for manslaughter
because t hey couldn’t predict t he f ut ure and
pinpoint a highly fi nicky fault line holds scientists
to a double standard. It’s impossible to perfectly
predict the weather, and therefore, it is ridiculous
to accuse scientists of willfully harming others
because Earth did not act according to plan.
This week in the U.S., Hurricane Sandy raged
its way through the East Coast, after wreaking
havoc in the Caribbean . Before it landed, there
was a huge amount of concern as to if, where and
when it would land. Hurricanes are perhaps slightly
easier to predict than earthquakes, but when you
turn on the news, there’s always the same tone of
uncertainty.
Unless the scientists can take the responsibility
for creating natural disasters, they shouldn’t have
to take responsibility for their outcome.

in length and include the author’s name,
year in school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and
USC faculty members to submit guest
colu m ns. Colu m n ist s shou ld keep
submissions to about 500 words in
length and include the author’s name
and position.
The editor reserves the right to edit
and condense submissions for length and
clarity, or not publish at all.
All submissions become the property
of The Daily G amecock and must
conform to the legal standards of USC
Student Media.

CORRECTIONS
If you find an error in today’s edition of The Daily
Gamecock, let us know about it. Email sgcked@mailbox.
ed.edu and we will print the corrections in our next issue.
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BROOKS BRACES
FOR ZOMBIE
ATTACK
‘Survival Guide’
author endorses
Obama in apocalypse

Jonathan Winchell

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Andrew Askins / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Z

o m b ie aut ho r M a x Br o ok s
p er for med a st r a ight-f aced
stand-up comedy routine and
Q&A Thursday night in t he
Russell House Ballroom to a crowd
of ab out 20 0 p eople — mo st ly
enthusiastic horror and video game
nerds.
Brook s w rote “The Z ombie
Survival Guide” (2003), a humorous
manual on how to stay protected in
the event of an undead plague, and
“World War Z” (2006), a book of
fi rst-person accounts of survivors in
a zombie apocalypse.

Brad Pitt stars in the upcoming
movie adaptation of “World War
Z ,” wh ich is schedu led to open
ne x t Ju ne. Bro ok s’ pa rent s a re
Oscar winners Mel Brooks (“Young
Frankenstein”) and Anne Bancroft
(“The Graduate”).
I n h i s C a r ol i n a P r o d u c t io n s
appea ra nce, t he aut hor went
through the steps of how to survive
a zombie plague. He talked about
how the entertainment world creates
dramatic moments in fiction that
would not happen in the real world.
People should use their brains and

logic to survive.
For i n s t a nc e , t he mo s t v it a l
commodity during a zombie plague
would not be guns but water.
Not everyone strikes up a vested
i ntere st i n z ombie s, or t hei r
apocalypse. And for Brooks, it’s not
a love but a fear.
“I don’t love zombies. Zombies are
scary. Zombies are terrifying. Love
zombies? I do not love zombies at
all. When I was a kid I lived in fear
of them. I wrote this book so I could
protect myself from them,” Brooks
said in a preshow interview.

But what about t he recent
entertainment craze for zombiethemed television shows and movies
— does Brooks enjoy the genre?
“In the way you like car crashes,”
he said. “I have always been afraid of
zombies, and I used to think if there
were a zombie plague, what would I
do to survive?”
And Brooks’ keys to survival are
pretty universal.
“There is nothing zombie-specific
about zombie survival,” Brooks said.
ZOMBIES ● 8

Film follows super-rich Siegel family
Documentary adds depth to gaudy
luxuries of Westgate Resorts founder
Jonathan Winchell

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

“The Queen of Versailles”
NOW PLAYING AT THE NICKELODEON

Director: Lauren Greenfield
Starring: Virginia Nebab, David Siegel,
Jaqueline Siegel
Rating: PG for thematic elements and
language
“The Queen of Versailles” is a fabulously
entertaining documentary that provides the guilty
pleasure of a reality television show but with depth
and substance.
“Queen,” directed by Lauren Greenfield, who
won best director at the Sundance Film Festival
earlier this year, follows the super-rich Siegel
family. The patriarch, David Siegel, is the founder
a nd CEO of Westgate Resor t s , t he la rgest
timeshare company in the world.
Jacqueline Siegel is his much younger wife and
the mother of eight children. At the beginning of
the film, the family is doing well financially, and the
company is thriving. The Siegels start development
on a 90,000-square-foot house, which would be the
largest single-family private home in America.
Everything changes when the recession hits.
The company takes a nosedive, construction on the
house is halted and the family, especially Jacqueline,
has to face reality.
The documentary captures some of the family’s
insanity by simply showing them go about their
daily lives. A pet boa constrictor gets loose in the
house, and they try to fi nd it before it eats their
puppies.
Some of the biggest laughs in the f ilm are
glimpses of the hilariously hideous family portraits
and paintings throughout the house. There is even
a clock with a picture of David. His outstretched
arms are the hands of the clock, and pictures of his
wife and children are the numbers.
Jacqueline, or Jackie, is really the star of the
film. David tells Jackie she needs to cut down
on her spending, but, shortly thereafter, in one
horrifyingly funny scene, she buys literally carts
full of toys for Christmas.
The children’s nanny helps Jackie pull the train
of shopping carts into the parking lot and jam the

bags of toys into a van. When they get back to the
house, in one of the most telling moments of the
fi lm, the nanny rolls a new bicycle into a garage
with a dozen bicycles lying on the ground.
The film is not all laughs. There are truly moving
scenes of the Filipino nanny crying as she shows
picture of her children, whom she has not seen in
years. Her few possessions are kept in her living
quarters, an oversized dollhouse in the Siegels’
yard.
The Siegels are not portrayed as evil and soulless.
Jackie was just a regular American girl next door
who was a beauty queen and model before meeting
her husband. W hen the stock market crashed,
David had to let go many of his employees. Jackie
goes through one of his offices looking at the empty
desks with a genuine look of sadness on her face.
She might not realize how overindulgent her
lifestyle is now, but she remembers growing up
without much. The Siegels are a perfect example of
how wealth can go to people’s heads. Jackie says in
the film, “We don’t talk about financial problems. I
guess I’ll have to watch the movie to find out what’s
going on in my life.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

Photos courtesy of aceshowbiz.com

David Siegel (left), CEO of Westgate Resorts, poses with his wife Jacqueline. She’s the mother of his eight children.
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‘Don Giovanni’ explores love, hate
Opera at USC stages
Mozart play this weekend
Grace Shepard

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart’s opera
“Don Giovanni” is one of his greatest,
as well as one of his darkest.
Mozart switched gears from light
romantic comedic operas, such as “Cosi
Fan Tutte” and “The Marriage of
Figaro,” to explore love, hate, deceit and
the supernatural in “Don Giovanni.”
This weekend, Opera at USC takes
on this great work, providing a classical
interpretation with some unique twists.
The title character, Don Giovanni,
is the epitome of a ladies’ man. His
c o nq ue s t s a r e s o nu me r ou s h i s
manservant has to keep track of all the
women Giovanni has seduced using a
diary.
He spends the majority of the opera
running from one woman to the next,
all while trying to avoid their unhappy
fiances. Like all silver-tongued seducers,
Don Giovanni spins a delicate web of
deception, playing one girl against the
other until they wise up and decide to
join together and put Don Giovanni
back in his place.
The women in Mozart’s opera are
the heart of the piece, standing up
for each other in defense of love and
justice. Samantha Nahra , a secondyear graduate student in opera theater,
pointed out that “Don Giovanni”
can be considered a “feminist opera”
because of the strong female characters
who face off against Don Giovanni.
The women do not sit idly by in the face
of Don Giovanni’s treachery.
“There’s a lot of action in this opera,”
said Nahra, whose role as Donna Anna

in the production is her biggest to date.
While the plot and characters offer
plenty to keep the audience and the
singers occupied, Mozart’s score is just
as captivating. Both the orchestra and
the singers are challenged musically.
Molly Sgrecci, a second-year music
st udent , plays violin in the opera
orchestra and said that performing
“Don Giova n n i” is d if f ic u lt but
worthwhile. As an instrumentalist,
Sgrecci said, “It’s fun to work with
singers because I don’t usually get to do
that in orchestra.”
Jared Ice, who plays the role of
Don Giovanni, provides a solid and
i nterest i ng i nter pret at ion of t he
character throughout the play. He
does a great job of making a despicable
character likeable and creates continuity
throughout the opera.
The cast and crew of Opera at USC
do an admirable job of paying attention
to details and creating an atmosphere for
“Don Giovanni.” The set, impressively
designed by Colleen Ballance, gives a
sense of depth and proportion to the
stage and the action during the opera.
“Don Giovanni” marks one of the first
times Opera at USC has used a “raked”
stage. Instead of a two-dimensional set,
the raked stage is actually sloped down
to the front of the stage.
The curtain rises for “Don Giovanni”
tonight at 7:30 p.m. In honor of the first
performance of Opera at USC’s season,
there will also be an opening-night gala
catered by the Gourmet Shop after the
show.
There will be performances tonight
and Saturday at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday at
3 p.m. Tickets are $5 for students, $15
for faculty and $20 for adults.

Courtesy of Sandy Andrews

(Clockwise from top left) Samantha Nahra, Jared Ice, Eric Kesler, Maria Beery and
Rebecca Wood star in Opera at USC’s performance of “Don Giovanni” this weekend.

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix
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If you are wearing garnet and black today, you could win $25 to
o
your carolinacard or a gift card to barnes & Noble! last friday
Steven won by showing his spirit!

LIBERTY
AND
FREEDOM
ARE THE
AMERICAN WAY.

( UNLESS YOU’RE A WOMAN. )
Birth control and in vitro fertilization are being threatened
right this very moment. More politicians are talking about
making them illegal. We believe the women of South Carolina
— whether Republican, Democrat or Independent — deserve
local, state and national leaders who respect their rights.
We are the voice of reason. Join us today.

tellthemsc.org

ZOMBIES ● Continued from 6
“There’s nothing you would do to
prepare for a zombie plague that
you wouldn’t do to prepare for a
hurricane. It’s the same stuff. I mean,
I think that’s sort of the key. When
I was researching ‘Zombie Survival
Guide,’ I didn’t watch a lot of zombie
movies. I did a lot of real research
into real disasters preparedness.”
W ho would survive the zombie
apoc a ly p se? T he pre sident ia l
election is less than a week away, and
Brooks has strong opinions on which
candidate would survive the attack.
“Obama. Obama off the charts,”
Br o ok s s a id . “ R o m ne y ’s p a r t y
platform is all about dismantling
civilization, dismantling health care,
dismantling education, dismantling
inf rast r uct ure — ever y man for
himself. If you’re weak, you should

die.”
Brooks believes Mitt Romney’s
zombie handicap extends to a further
political problem as well.
“That’s the sort of neo-Republican
tea part y message, which is like
social Darwinism — the weak must
perish, every man for himself ... It’s
perfect for a zombie plague,” Brooks
said.
A nd, according to Brook s,
Romney has the zombie vote.
“Zombies aren’t intelligent, but if
they were, oh, they’d be voting for
Romney and the tea part y. They
would be like, ‘Please clear the field
for us ’cause the last thing we want is
a coherent civilization that’s ready to
stand up to us.’”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix
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HOUSING
Sublease, Spring/Summer,
$145 OFF RENT
Sublease available for Spring/
Summer 2013 at The Retreat.
1bd in a 2bd/ 2 1/2 bath
cottage. Rent normally $625,
will pay $145 towards rent
a month making it only
$480/mo. Email
cobriensmiley@hotmail.com

EMPLOYMENT

Seeking Experienced
Servers and Bartenders
Seeking experienced servers
and bartenders for
evening shifts
Apply in person between
4-6pm daily at 4722 Forest Dr,
across from Dunkin Donuts,
beside Rite-Aid
Email info@pasta-fresca.net
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TRAVEL
terrorism forces

BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK
$189 for 5-Days.
All prices include: Round-trip
luxury party cruise.
Accommodations on the
island at
your choice of 13 resorts.
Appalachia Travel.
www.BahamaSun.com
800-867-5018

us to make a
choice. We can be
afraid. Or
we can be ready.

ready
www.ready.gov
1-800-BE-ready

PHD • JORGE CHAM

THE SCENE

TODAY
SUN BROTHER,
ALEX SIMPSON,
THE APNEA EFFECT
8 p.m. doors /
9 p.m. show
$5
Conundrum Music Hall
626 Meeting St.

HOROSCOPES

Aries

T h e r e ’s m o r e t h a n
enough to keep you
busy. Avoid confusion.
Abundance is available,
although all is not as it
seems. Act quickly to
get a good deal. Ask a
partner for advice.

Taurus

Leo

Let your love show. You
have more t ha n you
thought. Address difficult
problems a nd avoid
trouble. The one with the
compulsion for precision
has t he adva nt age.
Exercise self-discipline.

Virgo

Sagittarius

Ta k e
o n
n e w
responsibilities and gain
respect. Leave you r
emergency fund intact.
T h i n k qu ick ly; move
slowly. Neatness draws
respect. Argue only if it
truly matters.

Yo u e x p e r i e n c e a
ph i lo s oph ic a l s h i f t .
Ack nowledge you r
feelings. Divide things
fairly. Don’t overlook
anybody. Move quickly
b u t n o t r e c k l e s s l y.
Prioritize obligations.
Brainstorm.

You k now more t han
you realize. Meetings
conf l ic t w it h fa m i ly
t i m e . T he r e’s mo r e
than enough to be done.
Respect your partner’s
opinion regarding the
ne w y ou . Tog e t he r,
you’re awesome.

Gemini

Libra

Aquarius

Cancer

Business depends on
p r a c t ic a l d e c i s io n s .
Avoid reckless
investments or
gambles. A compromise
get s ach ieved af ter
i n it ial resist a nce.
L o v e i s t he b ot t o m
line. Get curious, and
identify the emotional
requirements.

You have more t ha n
ex pec ted. Fr iends
a nd lovers don’t m i x
well now. A vacat ion
would be nice. Repeat
y o u r d e s i r e d r e s u lt
like a mantra, already
occurring, in present
tense.

Scorpio

Work out a problem
openly. Let your partner
d o t h e t a l k i n g. Yo u
have more friends than
you thought. Stand for
you r self, a nd t hey ’re
right there with you. Go
for a walk to clear your
head. You deser ve the
cooperation among team
members that you expect.

TOMORROW

OPERA AT USC PRESENTS:
“DON GIOVANNI”
7:30 p.m.
$5 students / $15 faculty / $20 general
Drayton Hall
1214 College St.

TIMSHEL, DINOSAUR SEX FACE, LOST
WAGES, THE POST-TIMEY STRING BAND
8 p.m.,
$5 over 21 / $8 under 21
New Brookland Tavern
122 State St.

ELECTRIC SIX, LITTLE HURRICANE
8 p.m., $12
New Brookland Tavern
122 State St.

NATIVE AMERICAN FILM FESTIVAL
3 to 10 p.m., $3 students / $4 general
Conundrum Music Hall
626 Meeting St.

Capricorn

You can’t do everything
at onc e . Pat ie nc e i s
requ i red, a lt hough
t here’s plent y to go
around. Set priorities.
Ed it you r w r it i ng
before sending it. Stay
out of someone else’s
argument.

Finish up old business
t hought f u l ly. You’re
f i nd i n g g o o d s t u f f .
D o n’t t o u c h y o u r
savings. Have a party at
home. Love is abundant,
but words conceal
emot ion. Temporar y
confusion resolves.

TODAY

A n t i c i p a t e
d isag reement , a nd
curtail impulsive
spending. A lign with
t he tea m. Passion is
part of the drill. You
begin to see the light
at t he end of t he
abundance tunnel.

Pisces

Make it a social event
of creat ive potent ial.
Advance conf ident ly,
even if it means
less t i me at home.
Accept coaching
e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y. A
fabulous opport unit y
appears. Brainstorming
leads to productivity.

11/02/12

1 2 3 4

for 11/01/12

11/02/12

ACROSS
1 Get really high
5 Overhaul
9 Archipelago unit
13 Six-sided shape
14 Captain’s “Hold
it!”
16 Corrosive liquid
17 Gillette razor
brand
18 Do a two-step,
say
19 Broadway award
20 Providence
native, for one
23 Spectacular
failure
24 Nutritional ﬁg.
25 Writer LeShan
28 Part of PST: Abbr.
29 Saintly glow
32 Marries in secret
34 Skipped the
saddle
36 Cathedral niche
39 Hot brew
40 Wedding vows
41 Steered the skiff
beachward
46 Tentacle
47 Petrol station
name
48 Juan Carlos, to
his subjects
51 RR terminus
52 Prime rib au __
54 “From the halls of
Montezuma”
soldier
56 Crosby/Hope ﬁlm
60 Visibly wowed
62 “Vacation” band,
with “The”
63 Baseball
stitching
64 Kate, to
Petruchio,
eventually
65 China’s Zhou __
66 “__ la Douce”
67 Well-protected
68 Desires
69 Armchair
quarterback’s
channel
DOWN
1 Eats, with “up” or
“down”
2 Bat for a higher
average than
3 Overseas
4 Curls up with a
book
5 Commercial on

AM or FM
6 Actresses Gabor
and Longoria
7 Frontiersman
Boone, familiarly
8 Hollywood award
9 “Musta been
something __”
10 Scrabble sheet
11 Surprise 2012
New York Knick
standout Jeremy
__
12 Joseph of ice
cream fame
15 Painfully sensitive
21 Off-the-wall effect
22 Chip’s partner
26 Geometric art
style
27 Raises a
question
30 “Panic Room”
actor Jared
31 More than
chubby
33 Off-Broadway
award
34 Fishing line
holder
35 Sighs of relief
36 Barking sounds
37 One writing verse
38 Quit cold turkey
42 __ vu: familiar
feeling

Solutions from 11/01/12

43 Plod
44 Diffusion of
ﬂuids,
as through a
membrane
45 Thunderous
noise
48 Potato presses
49 Pitch a tent
50 Naval petty ofﬁcer
53 Full of rocks
55 Riveter painted
by Rockwell
57 Architectural
Scurve
58 Eye lasciviously

59 Sound of
suffering
60 “How cute!”
sounds
61 Italian actress
Scala
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Shaw responds after being benched
Quarterback has career game against UT
following disappointing play at Florida;
Miles committed to helping team as starter
Paulina Berkovich

PBERKOVICH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

A second half spent on the bench may have
been exactly what junior quarterback Connor
Shaw needed.
Ju st a week af ter Shaw played so poorly
at Florida that coach Steve Spurrier went to

sophomore qu a r terback D yla n T homp son
after halftime, Shaw set a career-best with 356
passing yards against Tennessee, throwing three
touchdown passes in South Carolina’s 38-35 win.
“Coach John Wooden (said) the coach’s greatest
ally is the bench,” Spurrier said. “Connor got
benched. He didn’t sit around and mope or pout
or cry. He figured out what he needed to do
better and worked on it last week and had his best
game.”
A f ter f u mbl i ng on t he G a mecock s’ f i rst
possession against the Gators, Shaw was limited
to 72 passing yards in the first half and had

negative rushing yardage on the day.
He said he worked on being more decisive
and passing more quickly in Saturday’s win over
Tennessee.
On top of his success passing the ball Saturday,
Shaw added 33 yards on the ground, including
one rushing touchdown.
“Just because a guy goes to the bench doesn’t
mean he’s fi nished by any means,” Spurrier said.
“It means he needs to start playing a little better
and play the way the coaches ask him to play. I
think going to the bench helped him.”
Shaw has been in a boot t his week wit h a
sprained foot, but Spurrier said he should be
ready to practice Monday to prepare for USC’s
game against Arkansas.
Miles takes on starting job: With junior
tailback Marcus Lattimore out for the remainder
of the season, redshirt senior Kenny Miles will
once again be South Carolina’s starter. He said
despite Lattimore’s injury, South Carolina has
the pieces in place to fi nish the season strong and
that he will do whatever is needed to help the
Gamecocks win.
Being the starter is not a new role for Miles. As
a freshman in 2009, he played in all 13 of USC’s
games, with seven starts and three contests where
he fi nished with more than 100 rushing yards.
But when Lattimore joined the team in 2010,
Miles became his backup and started just once.
Asked whether he views it as a good “book
end” to end his career the way he began it, Miles
emphasized that his focus is on helping the team
be successful.
“It’s not a good book if you don’t win at the
end,” Miles said. “That’s the main thing we’re
focusing on — coming out here and getting
ready to win.”
Miles said he is more mature and patient with
the running game than he was as a freshman,
adding that his receiving game has also improved.
Lattimore’s long road back: Spurrier said
in Wednesday’s SEC coaches’ teleconference
that Lattimore may need multiple surgeries to
rehabilitate the injury in his right knee, which he
suffered in the second quarter of Saturday’s win.
But Spurrier added that he hopes the junior
tailback will be able to return to the team next
season.
“We hope this is something temporary, though
it will take some time to get back,” Spurrier
said. “He’ll attack this. Doctors can do miracles
nowadays putting knees back together. We’re
hoping and praying that will occur here real
soon.”

Chris Keohane / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Junior quarterback Connor Shaw was benched in the second half against Florida two weeks ago after playing
poorly through two quarters, but he responded by setting a career-high in passing against Tennessee on Saturday.

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

Volleyball travels to take on Missouri
Despite injuries to key
players, Gamecocks look
for first win since Oct. 19
John Del Bianco

SPORTS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

The Sout h Carolina volleyball
team (15-10, 3-10 SEC) hits the road
this weekend to play in the SEC’s
ot her Colu mbia. T he M is sou r i
Tigers, who are in their fi rst year as
members of the SEC , will host the
Gamecocks on Friday at 7:30 p.m.
Bot h teams have been dealing
with adversity in the last couple of
weeks. Missouri, which is battling
injuries and has lost two matches in
a row, stands with a record of 15-8
(5-3 SEC). The Gamecocks will be
missing some players due to their
own injuries. Leading the team is
senior captain Taylor Bruns.
A long w it h ke y i nju r ie s , t he
Gamecocks have been suffering a
winless two weeks. Their most recent
victor y came against Mississippi
State in Starkville, Miss., on Oct. 19.
“Missouri has been through a lot,
and I think it is a prime time for us
to capitalize on their weaknesses.
They are a strong team, so we are
really going to have to play hard
and play in our system,” redshirt
sophomore and co-captain Cara
Howley said. “I think if we capitalize
on this opportunity, we can get some
wins.”
Fo l l o w i n g Fr i d a y ’s m at c hu p
against Missouri, South Carolina
will head to Lexington, Ky., where
it w ill encou nter a talented and
re spec ted W i ldc at s squ ad. T he
matchup against U K w ill be on
Sunday at 1:30 p.m.
Kentucky (15-8, 9-4) is coming
off an impressive performance at
Tennessee that resulted in a 3-2 win
for UK . As a direct result of that
win, Kentuck y just missed a spot

in the NCAA Top 25 rankings this
week.
“Kentucky is one of those teams
that is so good at every position and
so big and physical that it would be a
huge upset for us to take a match off
of them,” USC coach Scott Swanson
said. “My hope is we continue to fight
and give our best effort regardless of
who we are playing or where we are
playing them.”
Howley remarked that it is always
fun to play in Lexington.
“ W hen play i ng a team l ike
Kentucky, we never walk into the
g y m expect ing to tear t his team
apart. What we are really wanting
to do is compete with them, have
leadership from whoever is on the
court and play our hearts out,” she
said.
It has been a long season for a
relatively young team in all aspects
of the game. More than half of the
roster consists of underclassmen,
and Swanson and his staff are only
in their second season at USC. Both
of those elements have contributed
to t he tea m’s st r uggles w it h it s
conference schedule.
W hen asked about t he level of
competition the SEC brings on a
daily basis, Swanson said he believes
it is at a really high level and is
constantly increasing, adding that
USC will need to improve to be a
contender.
“ W it h where we a re at , w it h
rebu i ld i ng, we have to br i ng i n
bigger, faster athletes to compete
in this conference,” Swanson said.
“I think it’s a really good thing for
South Carolina because we k now
that we have to put every resource
and focus into trying to catch up
to where ever yone else is on t he
recruiting part of it.”
Olivia Barthel / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Comments on this story?
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Redshirt sophomore Cara Howley said that if South Carolina capitalizes on Missouri’s
recent struggles with injuries, it should win its first conference match in two weeks.

